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For the fifth consecutive year, Women Energize Women, in cooperation with BSW – Bundesverband 
Solarwirtschaft e. V., successfully hosted its networking event, "Women Powering Progress: 
Connecting Women in Solar – From India to Europe and Beyond" alongside the smarter E Europe 
2026 in Munich. Bringing together around 100 participants from around the world, the event provided 
a vibrant platform for dialogue, knowledge exchange, and international networking, reinforcing the 
importance of inclusive leadership and global collaboration in the solar sector. 

The programme opened with an inspiring fireside chat featuring Prof. Dr. Miranda Schreurs of 
Technische Universität München and Catherine Leon of the National Solar Energy Federation of India 
(NSEFI) and WISE – Women in Solar Energy. Their conversation explored how the unprecedented 
expansion of the global solar sector presents a unique opportunity to increase women's 
participation across the industry — from technical professions to executive leadership. 

The discussion emphasized that addressing the sector's growing skills gap requires not only 
attracting more talent but also creating accessible workplaces, removing structural barriers, 
strengthening equitable policies, and fostering international collaboration. Throughout the 
conversation, one message resonated strongly: a successful energy transition can only be achieved 
when women are empowered to actively shape and lead its future. 

Following the fireside chat, participants engaged in speed networking and informal discussions, 
creating valuable opportunities to exchange experiences, establish new professional connections, 
and explore future collaborations across regions and organizations. The interactive format once 
again highlighted the importance of international networks in supporting career development and 
strengthening cooperation throughout the global solar community. 

Women Energize Women extends its sincere gratitude to the distinguished speakers, its partner BSW 
– Bundesverband Solarwirtschaft e. V., and all participants whose enthusiasm, expertise, and 
commitment made the event such a meaningful success. The initiative looks forward to continuing 
to strengthen global connections, promote women's leadership, and create opportunities for 
collaboration as the energy transition accelerates worldwide. 
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